LESSON #91  (9-13-12) 
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Revelation 3:4-5    But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white; for they are worthy.  5) 'He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels.

“The overcomer will not have his name blotted out of the book of life. All true Christians 

are overcomers, therefore will not have their name removed from the said book” p. 53
“Every person inherits eternal life and overcomes the world when he trusts in Jesus Christ as his Savior. He is permanently set apart by God for blessing, *Positional Sanctification, regardless of how he chooses to live his life. Sinful behavior does not change the magnificent things God does at salvation.”  “Can You Tell?  p. 10
All believers overcome the world in a positional sense when they believe the gospel.

1 John 5:5   And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

There is another kind of overcomer which is the believer who continues to grow spiritually by learning and applying the Word of God to his life. This is an experiential overcoming that is only true of the positive, growing believer. He will be rewarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ for overcoming experientially with eternal rewards, decorations, crowns, and opportunities.

Revelation 3:4-5  refers to this kind of overcomer. Notice that verse 4 says “a few people” have not soiled their garments which is an idiom for back-sliding or reversionism. They are the ones promised the special white garments which some call "the uniform of glory". 
“I will not erase his name from the book of life”   is a figure of speech called LITOTES: 
Something is dramatically understated in order to greatly emphasize something. Of course believers will not have their named erased from the book of life. That can only happen to unbelievers.  The obvious is stated to demonstrate they will receive much much more than the minimum of not having their names blotted out.
Hebrews 10:37 contains a LITOTES figure of speech:

But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.
The case is understated If a believer shrinks back, back-slides, in order to emphasize how angry God can get at a reversionistic believer. He will rip that believer apart and make him wish he were dead.
Revelation 3:21    He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  
This verse is another example of the believer who experientially overcomes the world. He uses the spiritual dynamics of the Church Age to grow to spiritual maturity. The outcome is the reception of rewards and one of them is mentioned in this verse.

John W. Haley, (Alleged Discrepancies of the Bible p. 170) said the following: 

“John 10:28-30, Romans 8:28-30, 38-39, does not teach the impossibility of falling from grace, but the certainty that this will not occur.”  The Five Points of Calvinism, Frank Beck, p. 54
This seems to be irrational double-talk. On the one hand, he says it is not impossible for a believer to fall from grace, meaning it is possible, but on the other hand he says that it is certain that this will not occur. If it is certain that a believer will not fall away, then it not possible for him to fall away.
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It appears he is trying to prove that the elect could fall from grace because he has an old sin nature, but that will never happen because God will not allow him to fall away. You see the statement , “falling from grace” indicates that he is speaking of the experiential aspect of the believers life, but the verses he gives deal with the positional aspect of the believer’s life. 

John 10:28-29    and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.  29) "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.

Does this verse have anything to do with a believer falling from grace or back-sliding?  This verse is about the eternal security of the believer that is based on the power and faithfulness of God, not the faithfulness of man.

Romans 8:28-29    And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29) For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;

Does this verse have anything to do with a believer falling from grace or back-sliding?  God’s foreknowledge has nothing to do with a believer enduring or falling from grace. It has to do with God knowing that a person will believe the gospel billions of years ago. Every believer is predestined to be conformed to the image of God’s Son which means to be ultimately sanctified  when he gets a resurrection body.
Romans 8:38-39     For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39) nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Does this verse have anything to do with a believer falling from grace or back-sliding?  No. It is just one more verse emphasizing the eternal security of the believer. The believer’s behavior has nothing to do with his eternal security which depends completely on God’s faithfulness.
"Two things are said about the sheep. They 'hear my voice', says the Son of God, and “they follow me: (vs.27). Now look at this, and look at it well, here is perseverance! They will endure till the end (Matt. 24:13), they will not fall away, or draw back unto perdition (Heb. 6:4-6, 10:38-39), they will not go back fully and willfully unto sin (2 Pet. 2:20-22), for they hear the voice of Christ and follow Him!     p. 57

"The Christian so perseveres because it is God which worketh in him both to will and to do of His good pleasure. (Phil. 2:13), and ‘whatever God doeth, it shall be done forever: nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it.’ (Ecc. 3:14). . . He that perseveres in faith does so only through God’s gracious preservation; the believer’s perseverance is a work of divine grace and omnipotence. 

F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. III. p. 89

He is saying the believer’s perseverance in faith depends on a divine work of grace God produces in him. 

However, it is the believer’s position in Christ, not his perseverance in faith, that makes his eternal salvation secure. 

Note:  the following believers did not persevere in faith:

* King Saul was certainly saved, 1 Sam.10:1, 6-11, 15:24-25, 28:15, who died the SUD, 1 Sam. 28:19.







                              

 
    GTGR, 128 
* King Solomon was also saved, fell into reversionism, rebelled against God, and never repented.

* Lot was saved, chose to live in Sodom, in old age got drunk and copulated with his own daughters.

* King Amaziah  2 Chron. 25:2 and 27

* King Uzziah  2 Chron. 26:4 and 16-21

* A righteous man  [a believer]  can die  [physically]  because of his sins Ezek. 18:24.
* Carnal Christians disrespected the Eucharist and died the SUD, 1 Cor. 11:29-32.

* Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit and died the SUD, Acts 5:1-10.
LESSON #92  (9-18-12) 

"Suppose I lose my faith? It is only he that believeth on the Son that hath everlasting life; I have it only as long as I keep believing. You will never lose your faith in Christ, if it be true faith. . . He is not only the Author but also the Finisher or Completer or Perfector of our faith (Heb. 12:23). Five Points of Calvinism by Frank B. Beck
”But suppose I do not let Him? You cannot stop Him! He prays that thy faith fail not, and it will not fail! He is the finisher of that faith"!  Ibid
Here again we see the erroneous idea of the security of the believer depending on his perseverance and not on the promises of God and his position in Christ. The author has made a grievous mistake in not separating faith in Christ at the point of believing the gospel from faith in Christ after salvation.

He makes no distinction between the faith that justifies from the faith that sanctifies or  experiential sanctification.  He has taken that which is experiential, and made it positional. He has made faith-rest a necessary component of eternal salvation. He has combined the top circle with the bottom circle. 

He erroneously concludes that a person cannot be saved by faith in Christ when he or she hears the gospel. No, Calvinists think a person must “keep on believing” in order to be saved. It changes the decision to accept the gospel into a process of maintaining faith. If salvation us a process, no one could know if they are saved until the process is completed. So when has the process of believing in Christ been completed?   Calvinist's Answer:  When one dies, the concludes. 

So when does one know for sure that he is saved? Calvinist's Answer:  When the process is completed, when he dies. So no one can know for sure that he has eternal life until he is dead. But what does the Bible have to say about this?

1 John 5:10-11   The one who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness that God has borne concerning His Son.  11) And the witness is this, that God has given  [v. aai] us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

Notice that John included himself in this verse and also notice that he was still alive when he wrote this. John knew that he had eternal life. How did he know? Because he had believed in the Son of God, not because he was enduring in a life of good works.

1 John 5:12-13    He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.  13) These things I have written to you who believe   [part. pa]   in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know  [v. ras]  that you have  [v. pai]  eternal life.
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The Apostle John knew that eternal security was important so he confirmed that one can know for sure that he has eternal life. The one single way one can know if he has eternal life is on the basis of whether he has believed in the name [person] of the Son of God. 

He wrote this to believers so that they would know they were saved. “You may know” is the Greek word OIDA, v. ras. The subjunctive mood means that confidence in knowing whether you have eternal life is only a potential. A person can be saved and not know it for sure. 

Why wouldn’t one know for sure, Certainly they know if they believe in Christ or not? 

a. Ignorance of the Word.
b. They don’t feel saved
c. They doubt whether their faith in Christ is genuine. Was it a head belief or a heart belief? 
d. They commit a sin that makes them doubt their salvation

e. They don’t know the difference between positional and experiential doctrines

f. They don’t know how to go from carnality to spirituality.

The perfect tense of OIDA, “knowing” stresses the importance of recognizing the fact that anyone who believes in Christ is eternally saved. Assurance of eternal salvation can hardly be overemphasized. No believer can have an RMA or grow spiritually if he is constantly worried about going to hell. No one can get out of spiritual kindergarten until this issue is settled in his mind. How can believers give the gospel to others and encourage them if they aren’t even sure themselves if they are saved?

The present active indicative of ECHO, v.pai;  “you have” refers to having eternal life. The present tense means that you keep on having it now.  John did not use the future tense because  one doesn’t have to wait until death to know if they have eternal life, no, he used the present tense to show that believers can know for sure now that they are eternally saved. The indicative mood means that eternal life becomes a reality the moment one places their faith alone in Christ alone.

It was suggested that if you have true faith, you will never lose your faith in Christ because He is the finisher and perfector of our faith. 
“You will never lose your faith in Christ, if it be true faith. . . He is not only the Author but also the Finisher or Completer or Perfector of our faith (Heb. 12:2-3).”  

The idea is that God gives one the faith to believe in Christ, therefore, a true believer will never lose that faith because God will support it until it is finished or completed at the death of the believer. Is that the meaning of Hebrews 12:2-3?

LESSON #93  (9-20-12)

Hebrews 12:1-3   Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  

2) fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.   

3) For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.
Verse one sets the tone for what follows and the focus is clearly experiential, not positional sanctification. The great group of super-grace, mature believers of chapter 11 are mentioned. 
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We are encouraged to “run with endurance the race that is set before us”.  We don’t run a race of endurance to be eternally saved, we run it in order to serve our Lord and to receive great rewards and decorations.

Verse 2 tells us to fix our eyes on Jesus so we won’t get distracted from our mission to be good and faithful servants. 

the author and perfecter of faith, is a phrase that has confused so many people. so we will look closer at the three main words, “author”, “perfecter”, and “faith”.
author,  ARCHEGOS  s) n. asm; 
· one who has a preeminent position, leader, ruler, prince 
· one who begins something that is first in a series, thereby providing impetus for further developments.;  Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (138).
Jesus is the preeminent prince ruler who was first to perfect the way to execute the Christian way of life.

perfecter, TELEIOTES s) n. asm; one who brings something to a successful conclusion, perfecter

Jesus enables believers to bring something to a successful conclusion.

faith, PISTIS (πίστις) n. gsf; 

· that which evokes trust and faith, 

· state of believing on the basis of the reliability of the one trusted, trust, confidence, faith 

· that which is believed, body of faith/belief/teaching

It is the third definition that fits our verse. We are to fix our eyes on Jesus, the Prince Ruler who perfected the body of the teaching which we believe, i.e. Bible doctrine, and it is the reception, and application of doctrine that brings us to the successful attainment of our goal which is the super-grace life. That is the subject of Hebrews chapter 11 and the first part of chapter 12. 

The following verse uses the word “faith” in the same way, referring to the body of doctrine.

1 Timothy 5:8    But if anyone  [believer]  does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

Also notice that believers can deny the faith and become worse than an unbeliever. Some argue that this does not refer to true believers but the one who would deny the faith is compared to an unbeliever. It would make no sense to say that an unbeliever is worse than an unbeliever.

LESSON #94  (9-25-12)

A similar verse is 1 Tim. 4:1-3:

1 Timothy 4:1-3    But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some  [believers]  will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,  2) by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,  3) men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.

“Now if the Scriptures “explicitly says” that apostasy from the faith is possible, by what right do the Experimental Predestiarians  [Calvinists]  deny this? These people who fall away are believers and are contrasted with the liars who have a seared conscience (vs. 2). It was by means of these non-Christians that these believers were led into apostasy. 
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"Marshall observes that the use of aphistemi (“fall away” implies a departure from a position once held and therefore refers to apostasy from the faith by those who once held it.”   Joseph Dillow, Reign of the Servant Kings, p. 338; Marshall, Kept. P. 129
1 Timothy 6:20-21  O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge " 21) which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you.

“Some under Timothy’s care in the church had gone astray from the faith. It does no good to argue that they could not have been Christians in the first place because Timothy, a Christian, is being warned against this very possibility.” Ibid p. 339

James 1:12-16  Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  13) Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14) But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  15) Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  16) Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.

James was encouraging believers to persevere under testing and warning them of the consequences if they did not persevere. The Scriptures clearly warn the believer of the three consequences of continued sinning: the 3 “Ds” 
Discipline 
Death
Disinheritance 

Some base their argument that all true believers persevere on the fact that the word “believes” or “believing” in salvific verses such as John 3:15,16,18, 36, 5:24, Rom. 4:5, 1 John 5:13  are in the present tense. They allege that the present tense is used to prove that one must keep on believing to retain eternal life, if they don’t, it proves they never truly had it.

The verb “believes” in these verses are PRESENT ACTIVE PARTICIPLES which are preceded by a definite article which makes them adjectival rather than adverbial. This means that they essentially lose the verbal aspect of the word.

John 3:14-15   And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15)  that whoever believes [part. pa] may in Him have eternal life.

This is quoted from:
Numbers 21:8   Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he shall live."

Notice that they did not have to keep on looking at the image to be saved from death. This one physical act and physical deliverance is a direct comparison to believing in Christ and receiving eternal life. 
“to look” 
=   to believe the gospel

“shall live”
=   shall have eternal life


“The present [tense] may be used . . . to denote the continual offer of salvation. “Whosoever believeth” at any time may have eternal life.” Willard Maxwell Aldrich, Is Salvation Probationary?"  Bob Wilkin, Grace in Focus, p. 8
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John 1:11-13   He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  12 But as many as received [v. aai] Him, to them He gave [v. aai] the right to become [inf. am] children of God, even to those who believe [part. pa] in His name,  13 who were born not of blood [family or race], nor of the will of the flesh [no one can will themselves saved], nor of the will of man [no one can will another to be saved], but of God [salvation is totally provided by God and offered to man].

John 5:24   "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes [part. pa] Him who sent Me, has [v. pai] eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed [v. rai] out of death into life.
The perfect tense of "has passed" is very powerful. The one believing in Christ passes from death into life eternal the moment he accepts the gospel, not at the end of his life of persevering.
LESSON #95  (9-27-12)
Three verses that underscore the principle that one acquires eternal life the moment they believe in Christ:
1. Gen. 3:22  What is the condition of receiving eternal life?  To put forth the hand to take the fruit and eat it. 
"The impression this verse gives is the moment that the fruit of the Tree of Life touches the lips of Adam he then would come into the possession of eternal life It would not depend upon his continued eating, but upon the initial act of taking and eating." Ibid

2. John 4:14  What was the condition of receiving eternal life?  To drink water.

The one who takes a drink from the physical well would thirst again, but the one who drinks from the water Christ offers by believing the gospel would never thirst again because it would become a well of water springing up in the individual into eternal life. This conclusively shows that it is the one act of drinking, or exercising faith, which gives to the believer eternal life.
3. John 6:51  What is the condition of receiving eternal life? To eat bread.

“if anyone eats [v. aas] of this bread, he shall live [v. fai] forever”
One single act of eating (aorist tense) fulfills the condition  for acquiring eternal life. 
Saving faith is an act, instantaneous and effective. It is not a probationary process. It takes the responsibility of providing salvation off the believer’s shoulders and places it on the Lord's.

“He (God) sees to it that the first justification of the believing sinner becomes the continuing justification of the sinning believer.” p. 63 

This statement falsely suggests that there are two justifications for the believer, both equally the assured. It is true that there are two justifications for the believer, however, the first one is assured, but the second is only a potential.

The first justification is assured because it depends on the faithfulness of God to accomplish many permanent things for us at salvation. The second justification is experiential righteousness that is only a potential because it depends on our faithfulness. (See Visual:  Circles)
If the second justification was assured, there would be no reason for the many warnings the Bible gives believers to stay the course, to not grow weary, and to hold onto their confidence in God and His Word. There would be no warning discipline, intensified discipline, or the Sin Unto Death.

There would be no need for rewards because it would be impossible for “true” believers to fail. Rewards aren’t very special when everyone gets the same ones.
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No one can persevere and acquire experiential righteousness without growing up to spiritual maturity and such spiritual growth is not automatic. It is conditioned upon our effort to assemble, hear, and respond to God’s Word. 
Only through spiritual disciplines such as faithfully taking in doctrine, rebounding, faith-resting, utilizing the royal family honor code, the divine domain, conditional and unconditional love, and having a personal sense of destiny.

The first justification is at a point in time when we acquire eternal life. The second justification is when we take hold of it. The first requires faith alone. The second requires faith and obedience. The first sets up the potential for the second.


[What good is Christ’s sacrifice on the cross] "if it only blots out sin for a few weeks, and then permits that sin to return and to remain upon us, where, I say, is the glory of Calvary, and where is the luster of the wounds of Jesus?"   p. 65
This question is based on the premise that Christ’s sacrifice on the cross would be lacking if believers could fall away and backslide. But Christ’s atonement does not promise a believer that he will never fall away, backslide, nor persevere to the end. It promises him that he has been redeemed, he has eternal life, and it is impossible for him to be condemned to the Lake of Fire.

Calvinists admit that they can be overtaken by sin, lust, and temptation. How long must one walk the straight and narrow, avoiding sin, before Calvary loses its glory?  Evidently it is more than two weeks, but how much longer?
LESSON #96  (10-2-12)

"The question may be asked, “What about infants? Are not all infants saved?  Only the elect infants are saved, and only the elect infants die and go to heaven . . . If non-elect infants die, they are lost. There would be no injustice whatsoever. IF the infant had lived and grown into manhood it would have still refused Christ and only heaped more sin and punishment upon it."  p. 66-67
There are only two reasons anyone goes to the Lake of Fire. 

1) Negative volition at God consciousness  

2) Negative volition at gospel hearing.  

Infants and the mentally challenged are not guilty of either one. They do not have the capacity to reject the gospel. The Bible addresses this issue in 2 Samuel when David’s son by Bathsheba died. 

2 Samuel 12:21-23   Then his servants said to him, "What is this thing that you have done? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept; but when the child died, you arose and ate food."  22) And he said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who knows, the LORD may be gracious to me, that the child may live.'  23)"But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me."

David displayed his confidence that he would go to the same place his son went, paradise / heaven, but it was not because he knew that his son was elect. He had no way of knowing if his son was elect or non-elect. His confidence was based on the doctrine he knew and the perfect righteousness of God. 

God would be unjust and unfair to toss infants or the mentally-challenged into the Lake of Fire for being negative at God-consciousness or for rejecting Christ because they are incapable of doing either one of these.
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Now we address the question, “Are Calvinists saved?" First of all, no one other than God can look inside a man/woman and see his soul, and since his behavior at any given time does not indicate whether he is saved, we must rely heavily on what he says. Usually what he says indicates what he believes. And of course what he believes determines his/her eternal destiny.

To complicate this matter, people change their mind about what they believe. For instance, a person could accept the gospel, but then later, someone may convince him to become a Calvinist. He was already eternally saved even though he is now a Calvinist. 

Let’s look at this from the standpoint of an unbeliever who listens to a Calvinist give him the gospel. The Calvinist tells him, “Jesus Christ is the Son of God who went to the cross to die for sinners and those who believe in Him are saved”. Would the unbeliever be saved if he believed this? What the Calvinist told him would be true, but it is incomplete because he said nothing about works. Also, the Calvinist would be misleading because a person would naturally assume that Christ went to the cross for all sinners and that everyone has the opportunity and ability to believe in Christ.

If the Calvinist tells him that salvation is not by works, he’s not being honest because he believes that works are indeed necessary. That is what the “P” for Perseverance of the saints is all about. But the Calvinist would say, “Yes, but the works are not produced by man. They are produced by God through the faith he gives His elect to believe the gospel.” 

HOWEVER, the Bible says salvation is “not of works”, Eph. 2:9, Rom. 4:5, 9:11, Titus 3:5. It doesn’t matter whether someone claims that he himself must produce the works or that God produces them, the Bible says, salvation is not of works. It is a gift.  

Perseverance is not based on God sovereignly bestowing faith to a person that will continue to produce good works until death. Faithfulness and good works produced in the believer’s life do not depend on God’s sovereignty but on the daily volitional decisions of the believer.

God has given believers His Word, pastor-teachers, the Grace System of Perception, local churches, logistical grace, Rebound, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry so he can grow spiritually and develop faithfulness and perseverance. BUT, it is up to each believer to take advantage of these grace provisions. Some do, and some do not. Those that don’t will not persevere, but that does not mean their faith was deficient when they accepted the gospel so they're not really saved.

When anyone believes that Jesus Christ took his punishment on the cross for his sins and that he need do anything more to add to that or take away from it, he is eternally saved. The Holy Spirit instantly makes his faith effective along with all the permanent things God does for the believer:  He imputes eternal life and His own righteousness, He baptizes with the Holy Spirit, indwells with the Holy Spirit, etc. But that faith at salvation is no guarantee he will grow to spiritual maturity, persevere, or be faithful to God to the end of his life.

Each day a believer makes decisions that affects his relationship with God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. If he chooses to live the way he wants while leaving God out of his life, he is still a child of God. However, his faith is not vibrant. It is dead in that it produces no Divine Good. That is what James meant when he said, “faith without works is dead”. . . James 2:24. He did not mean that the faith anyone had in the gospel was not real because it didn't produce a lifetime of faithful service. 

“The gospel message of Classical Five-Point Calvinism is often expressed in a way which makes faith and works necessary for salvation.

Understand why:
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"It is because man is spiritually dead, and is regenerated by God apart from any response on the part of man, and because God’s purpose cannot be thwarted (“true” faith cannot fail to issue in works), that a saved person will inevitably and absolutely “persevere” in the faith. Thus, works, as an inevitable result, are necessary for salvation.

"To be fair, Classical Calvinists usually object to this by describing the gospel message as not 'faith + works = justification,' but 'faith = justification + works.'  I submit that anyone with a basic knowledge of logic can easily demonstrate that these two end up in the same place.

“In the first equation, faith alone does not lead to justification; works must be added. But in the second, once again faith alone does not lead to justification; if works do not follow, then there was no faith. This is no more than a word game. It is best seen in the old Calvinist saying: 'You are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves you is never alone.' " 

Vol. 8: Journal of The Grace Evangelical Theological Society, Philip F. Congdon. Soteriological Implications Of Five-Point Calvinism 1995 (2) (59). Irving, TX:.
Classical Calvinist teaching is popularly seen in Lordship Salvation theology which is the application of “P”, Perseverance of the Saints, to the message of the gospel.

John Gerstner is a Calvinistic theologian. He writes:

“From the essential truth that no sinner in himself can merit salvation, the antinomian draws the erroneous conclusion that good works need not accompany faith in the saint. The question is not whether good works are necessary to salvation, but in what way they are necessary. As the inevitable outworking of saving faith, they are necessary for salvation."

And again:

"Thus, good works may be said to be a condition for obtaining salvation in that they inevitably accompany genuine faith.” Gerstner, Wrongly Dividing the Word of Truth, 210

     “He goes on to state that while works do not contribute to our salvation, failure to do those 

     works we know we should do means we are not saved.”  Ibid., 207
     “Works are works; they either are or are not necessary for salvation. With the apostle Paul, I 

     say they are not; we are saved “by grace…through faith…not of works” (Eph 2:8–9).” Vol. 8:  

      Journal of The Grace Evangelical Theological Society, Philip F. Congdon . Soteriological Implications Of Five-

      Point Calvinism 1995 (2) (61). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.

Dr. Earl Radmacher, Pres. Emeritus of Western Conservative Baptist Seminary, wrote in 1990:

“Finally, as Paul felt the strong need to warn the elders of Ephesus concerning distorted teachings from among the brethren, we have as great a need today. I fear that some current definitions of faith and repentance are not paving the road back to Wittenberg but, rather, paving the road back to Rome. Justification is becoming “to make righteous” rather than “to declare righteous.” Repentance is becoming “penitence” (if not “penance”) rather than “changing the mind.” And “faith” is receiving more analysis and scrutinizing rather than the “object of faith.” Earl D. Radmacher, “First Response to ‘Faith According to the Apostle James’ by John F. MacArthur, Jr.,” JETS 33:1 (March, 1990), 40–41

The problem of mixing works with faith in Christ is certainly not limited to Calvinists.

“Much more could be said, but the purity of the Gospel and assurance of salvation are the most important issues at stake here. The need to protect these doctrines has never been greater. Consider the results of a recent survey by the Barna Research Group. They found that among churchgoers who share their faith with others, almost half (48%) believed that 'if people are generally good, or do enough good things for others…they will earn places in 
heaven.' George Barna concluded: 







                              

 
    GTGR, 136 “'There is plenty of reason for churches to worry if nearly one-half of their people who believe in evangelism also believe in salvation by works…The central message of Protestantism is in salvation by faith alone in Christ, yet  [many] Protestant evangelizers seem to be preaching a different message.’ ”  As reported in Moody 94:2 (October 1993), 67.
LESSON #97  (10-18-12)

The way that Calvinists try to confirm that they are elect is through their perseverance in faith and good works. But there is no way for them to know if they will persevere to the end so there is no way for them to have ASSURANCE that they are saved.

"The objective realities of Christ’s work on the Cross and His promise of salvation to the believer are considered certainties which all good Reformed people believe without question. But the problem is that Reformed people are not sure the promises apply to them personally unless they can confirm that they are among the elect to whom the promises are effective. Thus perseverance, an essential sign of election, becomes the basis for subjective, or individual, assurance. But since I cannot know until my life ends if I have persevered, personal assurance is held hostage to my perseverance in faith and good works. Carson ought to have said, 'The possibility of a failure to persevere undermines assurance.' In fact, it effectively undermines all possibility of personal assurance. 
Vol. 10: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Zane Hodges, 1997 (1) (11). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.
"R. T. Kendall has made the important point that saving faith is not a decision, but a persuasion. As he points out, Rom 4:21–22 states that Abraham was 'fully persuaded that what He [i.e., God] had promised, He was able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness'. Obviously, I cannot decide to believe what I am not persuaded is true. And when I am persuaded that something is true I have already believed it. ibid
LESSON #98  (10-23-12)

ASSURANCE   VS   DOUBT
"It is one of the great absurdities of theology that I can’t really know whether I believe God’s saving truth or not. Of course I can know whether I believe the same thing Martha believed. But if I do, I also know that I have eternal life. Therefore, assurance is of the essence of saving faith. I need to add one proviso. I do not mean by any of this that a believer can never doubt his or her salvation. Nor do I mean that one’s faith cannot be lost. When John the Baptist asked, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” (Matt 11:3), he was doubting his earlier conviction that Jesus was indeed the Christ. And Paul spoke of people whose faith had been overturned (2 Tim 2:18). 

"But what I do mean is this: at the moment of saving faith the believer is sure that he is eternally saved. I do not hold to the doctrine of the indefectibility of faith, as Reformed theologians do, or even as John Calvin did. I do hold to the indefectibility of God’s saving work in the believer. 

"Several years ago I was in Dr. Charles Ryrie’s apartment with a friend. My friend asked Dr. Ryrie, “Can a believer stop believing?” As usual, Dr. Ryrie was crisp and concise. His answer was: “Of course.” ibid
John Calvin said:

“If man is not free and God must predestinate, and all are not saved, then God must be Sovereign in salvation. This tends to ignore the fact that if God willed man to be free, and thus responsible for his own damnation, this would still mean that God is Sovereign.” 
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Sovereignty and predestination are in no way essential partners. Calvinism was developed by Theodore Beza and the Synod of Dort, which met 50 years after Calvin’s death. 
"This counsel was convened to address the teachings of Arminius. Following the pattern provided by the Roman Catholic Church at the Council of Trent, Calvinism seated only Calvinists, declared itself orthodox, and then proceeded to persecute Arminians. The doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints is stated in the Westminster Confession in the following words:
" ‘They whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, effectually called and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace; but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.’(Chapter XVII, Section 1) 

Or in other words we believe that those who once become true Christians cannot totally fall away and be lost—that while they may fall into sin temporarily, they will eventually return and be saved.” Perseverance: It Ain’t Over Till It’s Over, Stephen R. Lewis, Vol. 22: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Volume 22. 2009 (43) (24–25). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.
We agree that a believer cannot “fall away and be lost” i.e. lose his salvation, but we do not believe that it means a believer cannot totally fall away. 

By the way, what does totally fall away mean? How is it measured? At what point does one know he has totally fallen? If one has totally fallen, is it impossible to for him to be redeemed? 

What about carnal believers who die while sinning or with un-confessed sin in their life? How is their behavior any different from unrepentant so called pseudo believers who have totally fallen and not turned from sin or returned to God in humility? They did not endure till the end in good works which is required for believers who are truly saved.

To say that a believer may fall into sin temporarily but will eventually return is going too far. If it impossible for a believer to fall away or backslide without returning back to fellowship with God, there would be no such thing as the Sin Unto Death.

R.C. Sproul is a leading Calvinist, he wrote:

“Good works are the proof that someone’s claim to be a Christian is true. We are justified by faith alone but not by faith that is alone. Good works are absolutely necessary to the Christian life, not as a means of salvation, but proof of it.” 
R.C. Sproul, Before the Face of God Book Three: A Daily Guide for Living from the Old Testament, 1994, p. 86
If you ask the average Calvinist if good works are necessary for salvation, they would answer “No”. However, they would say if a person is truly saved, they will produce good works. Doesn’t that make good works necessary? How can good works be non-saving yet absolutely necessary at the same time?

LESSON #99  (10-25-12)
"How Much Perseverance Is Enough? Inevitably, the question must be raised, “How faithfully must one persevere? Or how continuous must the good works be?” The flip side of this asks the question, “how many sins and what degree of sin must one do to doubt their justification?” 
"If one cannot state precisely how much failure is possible for a Christian, true assurance becomes impossible. There is a need for the terms to be quantified: “Could he turn away almost completely? Or ninety percent? Or fifty percent?” To put it another way, the doctrines of perseverance and assurance are incompatible. 
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"It is true that some believers do persist in sin for extended periods of time. But those who do, forfeit their right to rewards and not to the assurance of salvation (justification). 
"To those of the Reformed tradition, any serious sin or unwillingness certainly should cause someone to contemplate carefully the question of whether he or she really loves the Lord (their equivalent to “believe/faith/trust”). And those who turn away completely (not almost completely, or ninety percent, or fifty percent) demonstrate that they never had true faith. 

"Roman Catholicism simply combined [at the Council of Trent] the two concepts into one: God justifies us through the process of our moving, by the power of God’s Spirit at work in our lives, from being unjust to becoming just. In other words, men and women are accepted before God on the basis of their cooperation with God’s grace over the course of their lives rather than on the basis of Christ’s finished work alone, received through faith alone, to the glory of God alone. Michael S. Horton, “What Still Keeps Us Apart?” in Roman Catholicism, John Armstrong, gen. ed. (Chicago: Moody, 1994), 257-58.
"Michael Eaton describes the plight of Calvinism: “Scholastic Calvinists must not assume the reality of [their faith]….[Their] awareness of sin threatens confidence about the reality of salvation.” Michael Eaton. No Condemnation: A New Theology of Assurance (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1995), p. 20.
"According to Eaton, a Calvinist is worse off than an Arminian: Is it not a fact of history that the Calvinist has tended to have less assurance of salvation than the Arminian? The Arminian is at least sure of his present salvation. As the result of the high Calvinist doctrine the Calvinist often doubts his present salvation and thus has a less contented frame of mind than his evangelical Arminian friend. Ibid
"So where is the Calvinist’s assurance? Is it in his perseverance? But perseverance “has died the death of a thousand qualifications.” Ibid p. 27
"The better a person knows the complete teaching of what is called “scholastic Calvinism,” the more he questions his own salvation, plunging deeper and deeper into introspection. And as Eaton points out, “The introspective variety is decidedly not totally derived from the New Testament.” Ibid p. 25.
"The one who holds to the high Augustinian doctrine of perseverance has to see “the warnings of Scripture as addressed to the danger of pseudo-salvation.”  Calvinism assumes that good works are inherent in the saving faith, and therefore, “salvation and good works must stand or fall together.” Ibid p. 38
"In light of the data presented, “perseverance of the saints” as delineated by Calvinists is not a biblical doctrine. Biblical doctrine holds up to sound literal hermeneutics and exegesis. Ibid p. 38.
“In both Calvinism and Arminianism, the bottom line is that the disobedient or pseudo believer is not allowed into heaven and is destined to incur God’s eternal wrath in hell.2 The believer must, therefore, either 1) prove his faith is genuine and that his relation to Christ is real to the end of his life (per the Calvinist) or 2) he must keep the relation to Christ intact by his obedience so as not to break or relinquish that eternally saving association with Him (per the Arminian).

"How can two admittedly conflicting major theological views agree on, and even insist upon, the necessity of the perseverance of the saints in holiness and obedience to the end as a qualifying factor in one’s eternal destiny? 
TULIP: A Free Grace Perspective Part 5: Perseverance of the Saints, Anthony B. Badger, Vol. 18: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Volume 18. 2005 (35) (16). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society
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2 C. Gordon Olson observes certain parallels between the Arminian and Calvinistic positions in this regard in that: 

1) neither have complete assurance of ultimate salvation, 
2) both assume there is no such thing as fruitless or carnal believers, 
3) both make fear of ultimately going to hell a motivating factor for moral behavior, and 
4) neither clearly understand the distinction between salvation and rewards, and both arrive at the same erroneous misinterpretations of key passages of Scripture such as 1 Tim 4:16 and Matt 24:13. 
C. Gordon Olson, Beyond Calvinism and Arminianism: An Inductive Mediate Theology of Salvation [Cedar Knolls, NJ: Global Gospel Publishers, 2002], 296–98).
From footnote 2 above: Can you properly interpret 1 Tim. 4:16, Phil. 2:12, James 5:19-20, & Matt. 24:13?

“If assurance is not “of the essence of faith” how does one understand his actual position before God when he believes His promise that, “Whoever believes in Him [Christ] should not perish, but have eternal life”? Is eternal life that which is promised, or is it not? If one believes the promise, does he then believe he has eternal life? If he believes he has eternal life, does he not have assurance of possessing eternal life? That “assurance is not of the essence of faith” seems internally inconsistent and logically contradictory on its face. Ibid
